First Presbyterian Church of Pasadena

At First

April 2024

SUNDAY WORSHIP
SERVICES
10:30 am

In the sanctuary and live-streaming
on YouTube through our website:

fpcpasadena.org
Nursery provided.
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Dear Friends,

Yesterday we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s victory
over sin and death and the basis of our faith. We are Easter people. What
does that mean? It means death does not have the final say, that God has a
future plan for us that exceeds our imagination, that the time is surely
coming when we will be united in perfect communion with our living
Lord and with those we have loved. As Martin Luther says in his beloved
Reformation hymn, “And though this world, with devils filled, should
threaten to undo us,” God has the final word and the final word is one of

joy and hope.

We do not yet see the end of troubles and travails or of death and
destruction. We know trials personally and we know them as a society
and as global citizens. It would be easy to give in to despair, to allow
worries and concerns to overwhelm us. But God in Jesus Christ offers us
an alternative of grace. God in Jesus Christ offers us an alternative of
peace. Jesus Christ’s resurrection is the good news of the Gospel and it is

good news for us all.

Friends, I encourage you to bask in the glow of the bright light of Easter,
the light which greeted the women when they discovered Jesus’ empty
tomb. Allow this light to illumine your path. Allow this light to brighten
your every darkness. Lean into it. Depend on it. Jesus Christ is risen! God
will never let us down. Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Amen.

Grace and peace,

\2@;{#

Rev. Dr. Fairfax F. Fair, pastor

The Presbyterian Women of FPC Pasadena are honored to be hosting the
Presbyterian Women 2024 Spring Gathering in the Fellowship Hall on
Saturday, April 6th from 9:30 am—2:30 pm. If you missed the March 30th
registration deadline, you may still attend. Walk-in registration is $20.00.
(Includes breakfast and lunch). The theme is “Dancing in the Rain. Finding
Joy and Gratitude in Life’s Storms.”
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STAFF:

Rev. Dr. Fairfax Fair
Pastor

281-967-1563
revfair@fpcpasadena.org

Rev. Patrick Abrams
Parish Associate

Barbara Davis

Office Manager

Notary Public
713-443-5529
office@fpcpasadena.org

Kimberly Waggett
Financial Secretary

Notary Public
713-828-0153
kimberly@fpcpasadena.org

Holly Liechty
Office Assistant
office2@fpcpasadena.org

Carrie Reed

Early Childhood Program Director
281-991-4020
carrie@fpcpasadena.org

Marilyn Wilkins
Music Director
mwitk15@sbcglobal.net

Ron Ollis
Organist
william.ollis@sjcd.edu

Jamie Taylor Adams
Handbell Director
Jjamielt31995@gmail.com

Barry Webb
Audio/Visual
bwwebb45@gmail.com

Gloria Pinaud
Custodian

Yulissa Delgado
Nursery Attendant

HOW TO REACH US:
Office Hours: 9:00 - 4:00 pm
Monday - Thursday

Closed Friday

Phone: 281-991-8700

Kimberly Waggett & Barbara Davis
offer free notary services for
members. Call for an appointment.

Clerk’s Corner
Submitted by Bonnie Keith, Clerk of Session

The Session of First Presbyterian Church, Pasadena, Texas, met
Monday, March 18, 2024, at 6:45 pm in person and on Zoom.

The following action items were taken:

» The session approved doing Taco and a Prayer on May 16th.

e The session approved having a Summer Family Study on Monday,
June 3 through Wednesday, June 5, 2024. The basis for the program
will be famous quotes from the Bible.

The following reports were given.

e Current membership is 198.

o Brett Coe reported that $8000 was transferred from savings to help
cover operating expenses and building repairs. Each month $500 is
put into the savings to be used on building repairs and upkeep when
needed .

o Dr. Fair will be leading a discussion on Judaism on Mondays April
15th and 22nd at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. A professor from
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary has provided a series of 5
short videos that will be the basis for the discussion.

Little Free Library

A little free library and flower sculpture garden have been created
and installed under the porte cochere for the community.
Gary Berridge designed and built these beautiful pieces!

Please donate some books and pick up a book to read.
Thanks go to Cindy and Gary Berridge for their hard work.

If you would like to donate online, please go through our website at fpcpasadena.org.

Go to Donate, then Donate. As a non-profit, there are no processing fees added to your
donation. Donations made using your personal PayPal account incur processing
fees, which are then paid by the church. * For any donations made on the website that are
for anything other than your pledge/offering, call or email Kimberly at
kimberly@fpcpasadena.org with details. + Presbyterian Women offerings are not given
through the website. They are given separately at Circle Meetings, offering plate, dropped
in the church mailbox, etc. PW checks written to: Presbyterian Women.
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Young at Heart meets Thursday, April 18 at 10 am in the Fellowship Hall.
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Sandwiches will be provided; bring a dessert if you wish. Come join this fun-loving group for
fellowship, games, and lunch.

Neither rain, nor sleet, nor snow can keep the YAH faithful from their appointed rounds of
Chickenfoot, Hand and Foot. For our March meeting, Ruth (the faithful) met me at the door. All together ten
folks came in out of the rain (no one melted) and we had a lovely time. The devotional was about all the
turmoil in the world and how the answer starts in our own hearts. | tried to get everyone to sing Happy
Birthday to Jean Johnston, but she kept insisting it wasn’t her birthday until April. | guess she would know.
So we dispersed to our favorite game tables and the bantering and fun began. Sorry, not sure who won
Chickenfoot. But despite the accusations of Marvin and Bud, | know for a fact, Elois and her favorite partner
won Hand and Foot! Then Betsy Marlow ordered pizza for us. Thank you, Betsy. The pizza was delicious,
and the delivery person was blessed beyond his wildest dreams! (You may thank Nancy). Betty Pendleton
brought a delicious Key Lime pie and Elois made the yummy Brownies. Thanks to everyone for a fun-filled
rainy day!

Next month, we will celebrate Jean’s birthday again on third Thursday. It's always more fun when YOU
are there.
Love, Joan

“And this | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment.”
Philippians 1:9

Presbyterian Women meets Tuesday, April 9 in the Fellowship Hall for our
eighth lesson: “Lydia Encounters Jesus in Worship” from the Bible study
book Sacred Encounters by Olive Mahabir. The Morning Circle meets at 10 am.
Rhonda Haskins will present the lesson. Carolyn Stratton and Elois Murray will
host. Night Circle meets at 6:30 pm with Imelda Carrillo presenting the lesson
and Lou Anne Sinor hosting. Please join us at either meeting. Bonnie Keith will
provide Zoom login information via email before each meeting. If you are
interested in joining a circle, please contact Bonnie Keith or Melba Slaven.

CROSSES ON THE CORNER is coming to an end. Many thanks to Liz Reed for coordinating
this effort since 2013. This was the last year they will be on display, so if you would like to

keep yours, it will be in the storage shed behind the church.

FPC 85TH ANNIVERSARY
Remembering—Reflecting—Rejoicing!
SAVE THE DATE: OCTOBER 12, 2025

Over the next TWO years the 85th committee will be looking for ’inventive’ ways to bring in
ideas, people, and money to plan an event to celebrate our 85 years!
The next meeting is April 17 at 6 pm in the Prayer Shawl Room, #10. All are welcome.
For more information—Contact Natica (chair) at 713-933-9082, or Ruth (co-chair) at 713-
515-9248.

PEANUT BIITTLE & ENBLISH TOFFEE
Brian Davis is still making his popular recipes in the FPC kitchen and will take your orders.
Contact Brian at 832-656-5925. All funds raised will support the 85th anniversary celebration.




BRUNCH and BOOK GROUP
Saturday, April 20, 2024
10am-12:00

Bring some brunch goodies, and we will enjoy food, fun and fellowship together!

Saturday, April 20—Homecoming, by Kate Morton—Leaders—Our Group

“A sweeping saga that begins with a shocking crime and echoes across Australia and Europe and
generations.”
FPC Fellowship Hall (Note: We will take a special time at the end of our book discussion to continue
“A Minute for Members”. One or two members will give a brief telling of their
personal background and history.)

Saturday, May 18—Tom Lake, by Ann Patchett—Leaders—Our Group

“This novel is a meditation on youthful love, married love, and the lives our parents led before they were our
parents.”
FPC Fellowship Hall

Saturday, June 15—The Covenant of Water, by Abraham Verghese—Our Group

“Spanning the years 1900 to 1977, this novel is set in Kerala, on India’s Malabar Coast, and follows three generations of
a family that suffers a peculiar affliction....."
FPC Fellowship Hall

BOOKS RECOMMENDED BY OUR B & BG MEMBERS for your reading...
The Madstone, by Elizabeth Crook

Mad Honey, by Jodi Picoult and Jennifer Finney Boylan

Ashes to Ashes: a Ludington-Van Der Berg Mystery, by M. M. Lindvall
Tricks, by Ellen Hopkins

A Short History of Nearly Everything, by Bill Bryson

Christina, by Eric VonGris

B and B G April 2024
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Young at Heart BUS TRIPS

First Presbyterian Church
4647 Preston Ave, Pasadena, TX 77505

All seniors, 55 and older, are invited to join us on these awesome trips! Please contact
Ruth Askine, 713-515-9248, ruthaskine@gmail.com. Our buses are furnished free, for seniors, by
Precinct 2, Harris County. Register with Ruth and bring a friend!

Friday, February 23, 2024—The Buffalo Bayou Park Cistern
Bus loads at 9:00. Departs at 9:15. Returns about 4:00
This is the huge former underground drinking water reservoir built in 1926 for the City of Houston.
Totally restored for 30 minute tour with guide.
Cost—$13.00, plus your lunch at The Cloister, Treebeards Restaurant.
Tour—Christ Church Cathedral
This historic downtown church is the location for The Cloister, Treebeards. We will have a guide who will give many
details. If the organist is available, we might have some music.

Friday, March 22, 2024—Newman'’s Castle, Bellville, Texas
Bus loads at 7:45. Departs at 8:00. Returns about 4:00
Brunch snack at Newman’s Bakery, at 10:30
Lunch at the Castle.

Cost--$20.00 for lunch and tour.

Friday, April 12, 2024—Festival Hill, near Round Top (not for shopping)
Bus loads at 7:45. Departs at 8:00. Returns about 4:00.
Cost--$35.00 for tour and lunch
Walking Tour, with docent guide—Campus grounds, Festival Concert Hall, Museum rooms, Edythe
Bates Old Chapel, Menke restored historic house. Lunch at the Menke House.

Friday, May 17—National Museum of Funeral History, North Houston
Bus loads at 7:45. Departs at 8:00.
Discover America’s largest collection of authentic and historic funeral items, including funerals of
Presidents, Popes and many celebrities.
Cost—$12, plus your lunch at Lupe Tortilla

Friday, June 14—Hemi Hideout, Brookshire
Bus loads at 8:45 Departs at 9:00. Returns about 4:00.
Located in a great country setting, with a museum-like building, which is also the largest timber
structure in Texas. It contains a huge collection of classic cars, tractors, and 60s/70s American
memorabilia.
Cost--$10, plus your lunch at the Café at Brookwood. The Café also contains a Gift and Garden
Center for shopping.

We are limited to 26 passengers on the bus, so please register early with Ruth for your trips!
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Come and Cut-Up with us! Men’s Breakfast at FPC

WednESda! Lunch 11:30 Cut—Ups Craft 1:00 Joinus at 8 am in the Fe"owsh]p

Apr 17 Silver Sycamore Earring Display Hall on the last Saturday of every

May 15 Chicken Salad Chick Print month. _
Cut-Ups is a fun-loving group that meets once a month , Expril 22

: : Exception: November & December
to do arts and crafts. The members decide the project ;
meets third Saturday.

for each month.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES

The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets every Wednesday 1-2 pm in Room #9 and on Zoom.
(Email office@fpcpasadena.org to join the Zoom link). They join the Cut-Ups on the third
Wednesday of every month. This group crochets and knits, teaches others these skills, and
prays for others. The results of their efforts are beautiful prayer shawls that are gifted to
those who are ill, experiencing loss or celebrating new life. They also make warm hats and
scarfs for the homeless and seafarers coming into the Port of Houston.

Brown Bag and Bible, led by Rev. Dr. Fairfax Fair meets two Wednesdays in April (4/10

and 4/17) at noon in the Fellowship Hall. Everyone is invited to bring their lunch and join
our ongoing study of the book of Romans.

Men’s Breakfast at Franl’s Grill, 3807 Spencer Hwy, Pasadena. Thursdays at 7:30 am.
The Intercessory Prayer Group meets in the FPC Library Thursdays at 1 pm.

Chain Stitchers Quilting Group meets every Thursday. The day group meets 12-3 pm
in the Fellowship Hall. The night group meets 6-9 pm in Room #9.

YOGA@FPC Sunday School @ FPC
Led by Carey Coker Sunday Morning Bible Study—8:45 am in the Library. Led
Two Ways to Grow in Flexibility & by Mark Corder.
_ Strength . _ Stepping Out in Faith—Bride’s Room & Zoom (contact
Join a Yoga g!;:\ds?htg Ssg;?lse ihg:raing Bonnie Keith for the Zoom link). Pat Abrams leads the current
Stand Up/Chair Yoga study of Paul for Everyone: 1 Corinthians, by N. T. Wright.
Tuesday and Thursday at 5:00 pm Current Christianity—Room #8. Mark Clemmons leads the
Regular Mat Yoga current study of the book Elusive Grace: Loving Your Enemies
o mm— While Striving for God’s Justice by Dr. Scott Black Johnston.
Tuesday and Thursday at 6:15 pm Kindergarten through 5th grade—Room #7. Led by Bonnie

Wear comfortable clothing and bringa = Keith and Donna Gilchrest.

water bottle. 6th-12th grade—Room #10. Led by James Jackson and Brian
Cost is $5.00 per class. Davis.
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FPC ELDERS 2024 CLUSTER GROUPS

Class of 2024 CLUSTER DEACONS/CLASS ELDER/CLASS
Brett COPT 1 Karen Schimnowski 2025 Sarah Brown 2026
Donna Gilchrest 2 Donna Coe 2024 Brett Coe 2024
Bonnie Keith

3 Dolores Thacker 2026 Barry Wehb 2026
Tom Swan
Class of 2025 4 Imelda Carrillo 2025 James Jackson 2025
James Jackson 5 Rhonda Haskins 2024 Bonnie Keith 2024
Roy Kreitz 6 Claudia Kreitz 2026 Roy Kreitz 2025
Pat McPhail 7 David Kirkpatrick 2026 Jason Reed 2026
Laura Phipps 8 Liz Reed 2025 Pat McPhail 2025
Class D 2026 9 Elois Murray 2024 Donna Gilchrest 2024
Sarah Brown 0 h 00 g |
Betsy Marlow Samantha Cayton 2026 etsy Marlow 2026
Jason Reed 11 James Taylor 2024 Tom Swan 2024
Barry Webb 12 Cappy Phipps 2025 Laura Phipps 2025

FPC DEACONS " ; e

a — Which CLUSTER GROUP are you in? Who else is in your group?
D a;i o c The Cluster Group Bulletin Board has this infol
C:rolin:eMcCaleb Find out for yourself in the hallway by the Fellowship Hall.
Elois Murray . .
James Taylor 2024 Ministry Assignments
Class of 2025 Caring & Fellowship Discipleship

Imelda Carrillo
Cappy Phipps

Liz Reed

Karen Schimnowski
Class of 2026
Samantha Cayton
David Kirkpatrick
Claudia Kreitz
Dolores Thacker

Pat McPhail 2025
Jason Reed 2026
Worship & Music

Barry Webb 2026
Stewardship

Betsy Marlow 2026 — chair

Bonnie Keith 2024 — chair

Brett Coe 2024 — chair

James Jackson 2025 — chair
Donna Gilchrest 2024
Sarah Brown 2026
Mission & Outreach

Tom Swan 2024 — chair
Laura Phipps 2025
Personnel

Roy Kreitz 2025 — chair

EPC TRUSTEES Roy Kreitz 2025 Brett Coe 2024
Class of 2024 Nominating Committee
Brett Coe James Jackson 2025
Class of 2025 Barry Webb 2026
Roy Kreitz

SAVE YOUR ‘THESE DAYS MAGAZINES! Please return your gently used ‘These Days' to the
collection area in the narthex. Imelda Carrillo will deliver them to the Pasadena City Jail.

The Intercessory Prayer Group invites you to pray
for the following members...

Janet Sturm; Carlton Suiter; Tom Swan; Debra Asbury
& Dave Szuper; James & Karen Taylor; Dolores
Thacker; Jim Tinney; lliana & Alfredo Vela; Kimberly &
Mike Waggett; Michael & Susan Wallace; Theresa
Walmsley; Bruce Walters; Gayle Warzon; Barry & Joy
Webb; Bill Welch; Milo & Chere Wharry; Janet Sue
Whetzel; Marilyn Wilkins; Roger Williams; Ann Wright;
Rev. Pat & Emma Abrams; Jamie & Noah Adams.

Our Thoughts and Prayers are with...

Health concerns: Emma Abrams; Maurice Barclay,
Kay Goates; Pat Pesl; Mike & Susan Wallace; Brad
Stratton; Rex & Mary Knapik; Imelda Carrillo; Those
who are homehound; People of Ukraine; Baywood
Crossing residents and staff.

Those serving with the Military: Teresa Haltom;
Chris Haltom; Zachary Guillory; Matthew Knapik;
Brandon Waggett.




A \ First
(¢l \preshytenan
| 0 Chur\é orPasadena

Mission Statement

“Our mission is to live and share the good news of God’s love, grace, and mercy in Jesus Christ, to equip
people for discipleship and service, and to work for social justice and peace”

First Presbyterian Church
4647 Preston Avenue
Pasadena, TX 77505



